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 Here in California, we live in a very
diverse society. According to Wikipedia,
“No single racial or ethnic group forms a
majority of California’s population,
making the state a minority-majority
state.” Our children attend school with

children who are racially and ethnically differently
than they are. This creates an opportunity for an
enriching experience for our children.

How can parents help their children thrive in this
diverse society?

Get to know your children’s friends and especially
their friend’s parents. Sometimes the primary
language spoken may be different than yours, but
friendliness and mutual love for your children will
surpass the language barrier.
Expose your children to stores, food and events that
represent the various ethnic groups living in your
community. As a family, embrace your whole community,
even the parts that represent cultures that are
different than your ethnic background.
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At school or community gatherings, be an example to
your children by introducing yourself and socializing
with people who are different than you are.
Read with your children about the history and
backgrounds of the various immigrant groups in your
community.
Teach your children to recognize the common humanity
in all people.

 

I was recently introduced to a wonderful children’s book
called What Does It Mean To Be Global? by Rana DiOrio.
It expands children’s sense of how they can live and
what they can do to be part of a diverse world. I highly
recommend books like these that expand our children’s
view of who they can be, and that honor diversity.

 

It is never too early to learn what it means to be a
global citizen. We can prepare our children for the ever
evolving society they will eventually be part of
building. Let us begin by embracing our diverse
communities, so that our children will be comfortable
with the diversity that surrounds them.

 

With love and affection,

Rosemarie

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0984080600/ref=rdr_ext_tmb
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=rdr_ext_aut?_encoding=UTF8&index=books&field-author=Rana%20DiOrio
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