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Kenji, my grandson, has limited opportunities to
socialize with his classmates and friends since the
shelter-in-place orders in March. When school started
this fall, students were not able to talk together in
class because the online platform would garble students’
talking if more than one child spoke at a time. In
recent weeks, my second-grade grandson is now able to
socialize with students online during breaks and small
group discussions. Although he does not visit with his
classmates outside of class time, he is very happy that
he now can enjoy his friends. When I supervise his
remote classroom participation, I have observed the
following best practices that support students’ academic
success:

Students in the same family can have different
schedules and breaks. Ideally, children can learn how
to use an alarm to monitor when they need to log back
into the classroom.
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Students need an adult to supervise their
participation and to help them with any computer
glitches. Many working parents alternate their work
schedules to supervise while other families gather
students together and rotate parents, grandparents,
or a nanny to supervise small groups for added
tutorial support.

When students are fully engaged in learning, they are
excited and motivated to apply newly developed skills
to other daily activities. Children are engaged when
they participate in scavenger hunts in their
neighborhood that may include collecting nature
products for math, reading, and writing activities.
For example, students can gather different sizes of
rocks, count them, and organize the rocks according
to shapes and sizes. They can construct a math
problem of how they added specific groups of rocks.
Students can create a chart on how they grouped the
rocks. They can take a picture of their collection
and insert the image onto a Goggle slide. A
reflective story can describe how a student found the
rocks, grouped them, and solved a math problem. This
reflective activity can reinforce what a student
learned when participating in this activity.

The physical fitness teacher has students collect
specific objects in the home. Then the student uses
these objects when participating in physical fitness
exercises. The teacher also has students learn
exercise moves when dancing to music.

In addition to phonics review, Kenji has learned how
to write a book. He creates books on various
subjects. Kenji also learns how to research new
concepts and facts in his reading materials.



Students are learning how to recycle and collect
trash. They repurpose these items when completing art
projects. They study how to conserve community
resources in their social studies and science
lessons.

As my grandson expands his skills online, he is able to
apply these skills in daily activities. He is also
learning how he can have a positive impact on our
community’s conditions. May your children thrive in
their daily learning experiences. You and your family
can also create new approaches to learning in your
everyday activities.

Happy learning!

Joyce



