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My first days back at school were incredible as I watched
students help each other overcome their daily challenges.
Although students have had limited time to be with others this
past year, the kindness and compassion I witnessed with the
students each day was overwhelming. When a student was sad or
frustrated, many students expressed concern and tried to talk
with the frustrated student to help her calm down. Other
students will take the time to be a mini tutor and help their
classmates when they were having trouble completing an
assignment. And many students love to help me as the
substitute teacher by providing me guidance on what I should
be doing at a given time or where I can find a specific supply
for teaching. I have learned more from students on how to use
a piece of technological equipment even after I passed a
competency exam on various software computer applications. And
finally, the gratitude the students have expressed for my
teaching efforts has been overwhelming. I have received many
thank you notes and handmade gifts as expressions of love and
support.

How Teachers Help Students Succeed
When I consider what makes my substitute teaching experiences
so successful, I find that an effective temporary teacher
must:
1. Be prepared with an engaging lesson plan that has been
coordinated with the full-time teacher and complement
the teacher’s overall lesson plans.
2. Be compassionate and patient with the students and view
them as the experts as to how their classroom is managed
and how they can best learn.
3. Engage the students in relevant project-based learning
activities that ensure that they have gained new skills
during this short duration.
4. Encourage students to reflect daily on what they have
learned and how they will apply their newly acquired
knowledge and skills to their daily lives and other
lessons.
5. Meet and debrief with the regular classroom teacher to
ensure increased continuity and learning successes.
May your children benefit from a variety
educational leaders this school year!
Mary Ann
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