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Each year I am challenged in how I can adequately
increase the writing competencies of my students in
project-based learning activities. When I partnered with
another teacher, we created a checklist of what we had
to complete by the end of the school year to meet all
writing competencies. These activities included:

Writing teachers must understand the rules for grade
level writing standards.
The teachers must consider various activities that
will fully engage and inspire diverse learners.
Writing activities must be fun while meeting a wide
range of reading and writing abilities within a
class. This ensures differentiated instruction that
is equitable and successful for all students.
Writing teachers must research and collect resources
that will support an engaging writing activity in the
classroom.
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What I Must Teach
I also reviewed and summarized the California writing
standards for my second-grade class that included:

Write opinion pieces with an introduction and reasons
for supporting an opinion.
Write an informational/expository text with an
introduction, supporting facts, and a concluding
statement.
Write narratives about a sequence of events with
details, thoughts, and feelings in an organized order
of explanations.
Produce writing that is organized according to task
and purpose.
Learn to revise and edit with support from the
teacher and peers.
Learn to use digital tools to publish writing
products in collaboration with peers.

What Students Have Learned
When reviewing this list, my class has already created
an informational text on learning more about
rattlesnakes and how antivenom can neutralize a venomous
rattlesnake bite. Next, my class completed a reflective
narrative about how they researched and created the
snake story with our writing teacher, Mrs. Burke. Most
students were impressed with how Mrs. Burke shared her
story about being a rattlesnake survivor after being
bitten and medicated with antivenom from a horse. Many
expressed relief that they would not die from a
rattlesnake bite and that there are medications that



will save them from a bite. Finally, students wrote an
opinion story about how they plan to protect themselves
from rattlesnake bites when working in their garden or
hiking with their family. Most do not want to ever
encounter a rattlesnake. Many also feel confident they
now know how to protect themselves from a bite.

What We Must Still Learn
As I initiate second semester writing assignments,
students will now focus on more collaborative writing
and editing assignments while working on their
Chromebooks. Their activities will include writing a
fantasy story in the winter months and completing a
career path research writing project in the spring time.

Much success as you engage your students with
differentiated collaborative writing projects.

 

 


